Britannia Square Residents’ Association
COMMITTEE MEETING
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 1 March 2012
At 7.30 pm at 33 Britannia Square
1. Attendance
1.1  Apologies Received
Darren Cheese

Nicky Neville-Lee

1.2  Present
Anna Hooper, Chairman

Jane Bayliss

David Greenhill

Rob Holdsworth

Ian Terry

John Ball
2. Chairman’s Welcome
This meeting was specially convened to develop our plans for the Diamond Jubilee Party.  All other matters were deferred to our next scheduled meeting on 26 April 2012.
3. Diamond Jubilee Party
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Our Summer Party will be held as the Diamond Jubilee Party on “Big Lunch Day”, Sunday 3 June 2012, commencing at 12 midday in the grounds of Springfield.

All BSRA residents and their guests will be invited, free of charge, as will the members of the United Reformed Church, Albany Terrace.  Anna will invite the Church members.
Action Anna Hooper

We considered whom else we might invite.  Suggestions included past residents such as Carolyn Dunand, Councillors Allah Dittah and Simon Geraghty, our MP, the staff of Springfield, Michael Hudson’s Police and CSO contacts, etc.  All suggestions to Anna Hooper who will co-ordinate the external invitations list.


Action All
Having secured the use of Springfields’ grounds, Anna has talked to the RGS Estate Manager and Mrs Marion Lloyd who are keen for us to make the best use of their facilities.  Their marquee will not be in use but  outside electric power will be available (it is being installed over Easter).  We may use all the grounds and the hall which will be useful if it is raining. The hall doors open onto the courtyard with  access to the grounds, which will be marked out for rounders.  Sporting equipment is available in the library – we will use tennis balls for the rounders game – all ages will be invited to take part.

The “Year 2” toilet block will be available for our use.  The tennis courts are also available and the nets will be in place.
Access will be through the gate at the north side of the Square, to which Anna will have the key.  The south side gate will remain locked.  We will need a sign for the south side gate directing people to the other gate.

We propose to set up large gazebos linked together with a large communal table area for residents to set out food and drink on a “Bring & Share” basis.  Apart from those gazebos organised by the Committee, we won’t ask residents’ to bring their own, to avoid the tendency for private parties rather than a communal event, which is our vision.  John Ball will enquire whether the Prosser’s gazebos will be available.
Action John Ball
Anna Hooper kindly offered the use of their gazebo.  We will need a gazebo team of at least eight people on Saturday 2 June in the afternoon and Monday 4 June in the morning.

Residents will be asked to bring their own chairs and plastic cups.  All glassware is banned.

Residents will be encouraged to bring bunting and donate game prizes.
The United Reformed Church has offered the use of their tables which we will set up in the gazebos, but are suitable for outside use if required.  This will need transport on Sunday morning and return on Monday, to be arranged with Nicky Neville-Lee.

Angela Lanyon will devise a treasure hunt based on rhyming clues leading to objects placed all around Springfields’ grounds.  It has been suggested that chocolate crowns would be suitable as prizes.  It is unclear whether these could be homemade.

Jilly Lockett has kindly offered to organise and judge a “Great Britannia Bake-off” for adults and juniors. We will need to provide some cardboard plates to allow consumption of the entries.

Other proposed activities include:

Tennis
Croquet, if the grass is suitable

Rounders was thought to be preferable to cricket and will be marked out in the grounds.
Sack race

Egg and spoon race

Boules (Ian Terry has a set)

We considered inside activities – we could invite Michael Hudson to play appropriate tunes / songs on the piano in the hall.  Anna Hooper will discover whether a TV is available in the hall in case of a rainy day, to allow viewing of the Diamond Jubilee Flotilla that afternoon.
Action Anna Hooper
Angela Lanyon is keen to plant a commemorative tree, perhaps in Springfields’ nature area.  We would provide a suitable plaque.  Anna will consult with Mrs Lloyd.
Action Anna Hooper
We hope that John Prosser can provide music and the PA system and could take a group photo.

Sadly the owner of the traction engine will be away
We need to issue a publicity flyer to all households to announce the event, describe our plans and ask for help from the residents – Ian Terry will create a draft document and circulate for comments.  This will request a provisional indication of numbers attending (e.g. Yes / No / Maybe) and an indication of whether they will bring food and drink in excess of their own requirements, bunting, flags, games prizes, etc.

We will mention the inside and outside use of Springfields.  We will invite volunteers to be Games Masters.

We will enquire whether anyone can provide live music.

We will ask for expressions of interest in Fancy Dress on the Diamond Jubilee theme.

If we get sufficient offers of prizes we could run a charity tombola stall – Nicky Neville-Lee has a tombola machine.


Action Ian Terry
4. Spring Newsletter
We will use the Spring Newsletter to publicise the Diamond Jubilee Party based on the flyer.  Hopefully our consultation on Visitor Parking will be complete and we can announce the results.  Ian Terry to provide the copy.
Action Ian Terry
Anna Hooper will confirm the date of our Carols Evening in December 2012 with Mrs Lloyd and advise David Greenhill to update the newsletter.
Action Anna Hooper
David Greenhill will update the newsletter template.
Action David Greenhill
5. Date of future meetings
Subsequent meetings on:
26 Apr 2012 – Committee Meeting (Change of date from 3 May), 22 Britannia Square (David Greenhill)
6 Sep 2012 – Committee Meeting

9 Nov 2012 – AGM

15 Nov 2012 - Committee Meeting

16 Dec 2012 – Carols (provisional date)
